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Appendix to Press Release: New Bibendum Chilean Wineries

Laberinto (Maule)

This is a project we have been watching for a few years now, as winemaker Rafael Tirado is an old friend of Bibendum from his days at VIA. Planted back in 1993, Rafa’s hillside estate has some 18 hectares of vines – think beautiful Tuscany landscape with lakes!  Warm - but not hot - days and importantly cool nights keep the vines fresh and allow for longer maturation to give the best phenolic ripeness without rushing.  In 1996 Rafael built the first gravity-fed cellar in Chile and promotes the use of concrete tanks for the reds and stainless steel for the white. We are importing Pinot Noir 2010 from the Ribera del Lago region of Maule.
Rukumilla (Maipo)

Rukumilla is Boutique (with a capital B). The words ‘natural’ and ‘unique’ sum up this back-garden project run by Andres Costa and his wife, Angelica. The couple have just 1ha of vines by their house and often produce less than 2,000 bottles per year. The vineyard is a field blend of Cabernet Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc, Malbec and Syrah and they don’t mess around with the fruit. We are importing small quantities of two vintages of Rukumilla’s Golden Breast wine, 2005 and 2006.
Garage Wine Co (Maule)

www.garagewineco.cl 

Derek Mossman Knapp is a vineyard hunter extraordinaire. In 2010 he won the Geoffrey Roberts Award that provided a travel grant to research the old Carignan vines of Maule in Chile, convinced that some of the country’s most extraordinary vines were in danger of being lost forever. He now works very closely with growers to protect some of the country’s oldest and most valuable wines and provide a future for the fruit through his Garage Wine Company wines. The production is on a miniscule scale, hence the Garagiste name; Derek even uses cleaned, reused old ‘Motel Champagne’ bottles with hand painted labels. We are importing the Garage Wine Co Carignan 2010.

Flaherty Wines (Aconcagua)

www.flahertywines.com 

Ed Flaherty is one of Chile’s best known winemakers, primarily through his work with Errazuriz. This project is completely different and allows Ed to get back to basics: handcrafting wines from his own vineyards without having to compromise at any point. We are importing Ed’s 2008 vintage, a blend of 44% Syrah, 31% Cabernet Sauvignon and 25% Tempranillo which has a cool, minty freshness that reminds us of the very best of Coonawarra.
Lagar de Bezana (Alto Cachapoal)

www.lagardebezana.cl 
Lagar de Bezana is owned by radio mogul Ricardo Bezanilla who bought an apple farm in the Cachapoal Valley in 1998 and replanted with Cabernet Sauvignon and Cabernet Franc.  The farm is situated at 650m above sea level in the foothills of the Andes Mountains. Bezanilla’s aim is to showcase the terroir of the Alto Cachapoal region, using four low-yielding Syrah clones from the La Esperanza vineyard.  The Lagar de Bezana Syrah we are listing is one of the most exciting Chilean reds we have ever tasted.

